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Em Gee Film Library
5246 Veteran Avenue

Los Angeles 34, Calif.

DATA SHEET No. 173 CHARLIE CHAPLIN in  "THE| GOLD RUSH" (9 Reels)

Written and Directed: Charles Chaplin
Assoclate directors: Charles Relsner and H. d'Abbadie d'Arrast
Technical director: Charles D. Hall

Photographed: Rollie Totheroh and Jack VWilson

Releasing company: United Artists: (August 16, 1925)

Running time: 2 hours

Cast: Mack Swain (Big Jim McKay); Tom Murray (Black Lar-

son); Georgia Hale (The girl); Betty Morrissey (Her
friend); Malcolm Walte (Jack Cameron); Henry Berg-
man (Hank Curtis).
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THE STORY :

THE GOLD RUSH opens on an unending procession through the snowy Chil-
koot Bass in the Klondike gold rush of 1898. "A Lone Prospector', jaunt-
1ly flcurishing a cane appears on a narrow ledge, nonchalant despite spills
and unaware of the huge bear following bechind. As he climbs downward,a slip
sends him tobaganing down the slope. To set his course, he takes out a
map anc follows the arrow "pointing" north.

Meanwhile, Big Jim McKay stakes a claim, upon which he discovers hetsg
sitting on a mountain of gold, and basks in bliss.

A big storm comes up, and Charlie and Blg Jim separately find shelter
in a crude shack o:zcupled by the desperado, Black Larsen, who tsekes his
riflc and tries to drive out his uninvited guests. As Larsen and Big Jim
grapple for possession of the gun, they keep it covering Charlie, no matter
where he runs 1ln the cabin. It finally goes off, and Charlie feels hilself
for blood, sure that he is shot. Big Jim takes over the cabin, telling Lar-
sen that he and Charlie were going to stay put.

The three famished men and a dog are snowbound. Vhen Jim returns from
the back room, picking hils tceth, Charlie whistles for the dog and iére—
lieved to find it alive. They all cut cards to declde who will go out for
help. Larsen draws the low card, and Larsen loses. He comes across two
mounties who have been trailing him and shoots them, and steals their sled,

Thanksgiving day finds the two men so hungry that they cook up one of
Charlie's sho=s. In a delightful, if horrifying, sequence, Charlie eats his
portion with all the gusto of a gourmet, to the bewilderment of Big Jim.

Thelr hunger unabated, Big Jim's fevered imagination transforms Charlie
into a giant chicken, whom Jim tries to dispatch. The upshot leaves the
frightened Charllie laid out at the door and the delerious gilant collapsed
in bed. The next morning, the attack resumes, and as they both grapple for
the rifle, a bear wanders in, and 1is soon dlspatched.

Later, with recovered strength, they shake hands and wander off in op-
posite directions. Jim finds Larsen working his claim. In the ensulng strug:
gle, Jim 1s struck over the head with a shovel, and Larsen rides off. He
gets hls desserts, when an avalanche finishes him off.

We next meet the beautiful dancehall girl, Georgla,ln one of the
boom towns created by the gold rush. She disdains Jack Cameron's offer to
jJoin some of the other girls he 1s taking for a sleigh ride. Then Charlie
wanders into town. That night he saunters into the dancehall, and is im-
mediately 1n love with Georgia. She uses him as a foil against Cameron,
and dances and flirts with him. The enraged Cameron pummels Charlie, and
the latter accidentally knocks out Cameron by causing a balcony clock to
fall on him.

The following morning, a good-naturcd prospector, Hank, takes Charlie
into his cabln after Charlie pretends to be frozen stiff. THe invalid's .
appetite astounds Hgnk. Hgnk's partner arrives, and Charlie agrees to look
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after the cabin in Hank's absence. Mcanwhile, Big Jim has wandered into
town, recovered but with his memory gone, scarching for Charlie, the one
man who can help him relocate the cabin and his claim.
Georgla and three other girls, frolicing ncar the cabin, are invited
in to warm up. Georgia discovers a torn picture of herself under Cherlie’s
pillow, and the girls giggle about it. Before they lcave they accept his
invitation to New Year's Eve Dinner. To c¢arn money for the dinner he
‘shovels snow, and makes work for himself by successively shoveling the snow
on neighboring sidewalks.
.- 0On New Year's Eve, the girls revel in the dancehall. They have forgotten
“thelr promise to come, and dreaming, Charlic performs the now-famous
"Oceana Roll" with some biscuits and forks. He bows to the applause-of his
dream guests, and the scéne dissolves back to Charlie asleep at the table
‘alone. In the meantime, at midnight, Georglia suddenly remembers her pron-
ise, ard goes to the cabin with Cameron and the girls, to find the dressed
up table. Remorseful, Georgla recpulses and slaps the persistent Cameron.
The next night, Big Jim finds Charlic¢ in the dancehall, and promises him
a half share in the gold mine if he helps him find it.
"After a long, tedious journey!) they find the cabin. As our heroes sleep,
a storm blows the cabin to the edge of an abyss, where it perches precarious-
ly.  After they waker.,, the cabin tilts with thelr stcps, and finally Tiltls
over the chasm. Eack cough causes the cabin, held by a frayed rope, to
slip. Finally Jim clambers over Charlie to safety, and simultaneously finds
his claim. Hc pulls Charlie up by the rope, just as the cabin plunge@ﬁn;o
the chasm. #4s the men embrace, Charlie falnts.
Charlie and Jim are next scen on a steamer bound for the States. Thev

are now millionaires, and they pose for interviews with rcporters. Fer a
human interest story for one of the reporters, he dons his tramp outfiti.
'“Posing for a picturce, he backs over a rail, and falls into a coil ' 1 pe

on the deck beiow, where Georgia, unknown to him 1is a steerage passenge:
Believing him <o be a stowaway, she hides him from a pursuing officei .

The captain ident:fies him as one of the millionaires, and orders a dcli.e

sulte for Georgia. Charlie identifics her to an inquiring reporter as his

bride to be, and they walk together to the upper deck, where they pose in
a tintype embrace,
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THE GOLD RUSH is probably Chaplin's most celebrated picture. It was

the. longest and costliest comedy made up to that time, the Keaton and Lloyd
features running to about five rcels. The film was' in production for some
fourteen months, a good deal of that time being spent in Nevada for the
outdoor snow scencs representing the Chilkoot Pass and vicinity.

The inspiration for at least one of the scenes in the picture was the
‘Donner  Party disaster with its grisly background of cannibalism. This
scene, of course, was the one where Blg Jim visualized Charlie as g chickern.

The film, overall, contains several themes: it is an ironic commentary on
man's greed; the spiritual regeneration of a "wild" girl; the enmbodiment of
and refinement of Chaplin's "little man" to the n'th degree.

Once again, Chaplin put more than comedy in the film. Vhile there are
moments of hilarious comedy, there are also scenes with profeund depths
of pathos. It's principal character symbolizes the good, kird and pitiful
core of humanity.

. Georgia Hale, whom Chaplin selected for the feminine lcad, had previous-
ly appeared in von Sternberg's "THE SALVATION HUNTIRS". She was an entirely
different type from Edna Purviance, his leading lady for nine years, giving
8 lively performance as thce fiery-tempered dancehall girl. She faded from
the cinema scene after appearing in several morc¢ films,

Mack.Swain, whose carcer had been in eclipse for some time, gave his top
performance, showing = great change from his overdone slapstick character
of the early ilack Sennett days. As a result of "THE GOLD RUSH" he prosper-
ed until his death in 1935. 014 friend Henry Bergman appeared as "Hank!,
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