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At The Siudio
Directed by Alf Slobery

Caltoula L iserasnnr e, Stig Jdarred
JAaN-BrIK i ienercnnenecrernn.. A KirHin
Beytha . ..., Crhve e o n Mai Zetteriing
Headmaster ..ivseeree.. OInl Winnerstrand
Fippt . i enarene.. . Gosta Cederimd
sandman ... bree ... Btig QOlin

”TORMENT” will delight the
connoisseur of foreign films, but for
the average fan of the Hollywood

product it may seem morbid and
slow-moving.

The very fealure whifm 1t
superior—its careful, e\act*chafac-
terization—has mihiatedmgamst 1t,
giving it a pace aimost” painfully
ieisurely. And, magnificent though
the photography is, the lighting =
low Kkey, to say.the leagt == .adds
another difficulty.

Nevertheless, Sweden's "Tor-
ment” is infinitely rewarding:. Its

a subtle, and tremendously re¥figtic
accaunt of a young -§ 061 bo
cowed and frightened by’a _-
Latin teacher; a boy na;,fem;we
understood by his parents, who ‘ex
'periences terrible ‘ragedy evenm’jh
‘his first adolescent love affair.

The film displays supefb acting.
Alf Kjellin gives an eloquent pot-
trayal of the handsome boy who
brings great sweetness and even
beauty to his Hrst love affair.

'~ The girl is sensitively underplay-
ed by pretty Mai Zetterling of the
'British-made *Frieda,” and Stig
‘Jarrel brings tremendous authority
o 1is characterization of the teach-
er who delights so monstrously in
{orturing others to hide his own
fears and frustrations.

i JJarrel casts his shadow over the
boy not only in school, but in his
pexmnal life as well, for the teach-
ier, too, is involved in an affair with
hhe girl called Bertha.

| If it were not done with such
taste and understanding, “Torment”
would seem merely another morbid
memdrama, but this Swedish pro-
duction is an adult drama desery-
ing the"atiention ot anyrserious
'movie-goer,
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