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DIM SUM

a little bit of heart

SYNOPSIS

Shot entirely in San Francisco,

Wayne Wang's new film is un-

doubtedly the most intimate feature
about Asian American to date. Dim
Sum deals with the loving relation-
ship between a widowed scamstress
and her daughter (played by rcal
life mother and daughter Kim and
Laurcen Chew). Mother’s hopes arc
mirrored in her concern that her
daughter Geraldine will marry
before her own death which, as a

result of a recent visit to the
fortune teller, she believes s
imminent. Filial daughter that she
is, Geraldine is unsure of marrying
since this would entail leaving her
mother at a time when her pre-
morbid fears might prevent her
from coping alone. Geraldine's
uncle Tam (Victor Wong) offers 1o
help by proposing to mother, and
while not given a definite answer, is
made 1o feel that, like the viewer,
he should wait and see. While many
of the thematic concerns of the
film will be familiar, there is also
much of interest in the way the
film contrasts the vital elements of
Chinese and American ways of life
within the same family. The exotic
range of food on the table and the

importance of the shaied mcal
contrasted with the hushed, ahicnat-
ing atmosphere of the fast food
establishment. The slipping back
and forth between English (which
mother obstinately refuses to learn)
and Cantonese: the decorum which
Geraldine's boyfriend must observe
while on a visit from Los Angeles,
and Geraldine’s girlfriend (played
by Dircctor Wang's wife, Cora
Miso) happy with her American
frcedoms yet dutifully returning to
llong Kong when her own mother
beckons. The film provides a
fascinating glimpse of life within
a Chinese-American f[amily, com-
fortable in its chosen land but
feeling the pull of an unshakeable

heritage.
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AN AMERICAN INDEPENDENT FILM BY WAYNE WANG

“TOUCHING SENSITlVE AND el By e L

Screenplay by Terrel

:

EXQU'S'TELY FUNNY... Cinematography by Michas, Chin ;ﬁ )\
—David Steritt, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR Cast: Laureen Chew, i.{irn Chew, ,ﬁ“ ﬁ ;ﬁa fx.
“With such quiet artistry, ‘Dim Sum’ proves Victor Wong, Cor Mise B R i 1§
how moving a still life can be. AN HOUR 2 823 ;| ({8
LATER YOU'LL BE HUNGRY TO SEEIT SRR o &
AGAIN’” 4 ¥R
—Richard Corliss, TIME MAGAZINE ,FE 3 E Erﬁ: m
vk Delactabiz sweet comedy"’ & & '1‘ hﬂ
—Kathleen Carroll. N Y. DAILY NEWS EE H.H ﬁ H
“SO CAPTIVATING YOU DON'T WANT \am t) % @ W‘
THIS FILM TO END...A SIMPLE &) 2 ,
STORY. BEAUTIFULLY TOLD” y\ % 3 Py
—Joel Siegel, GOOD MORNING AMERICA .
“A DELICATE,
CHARMING FILM’’

— David Denby, NEW YORK MAGAZINE
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