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The most beautiful movie I've seen
recently 15 an hour-long documentary
atout a modern Japanese girl and her
attitudes and her life. It is called The
houmiko Mysterv, and it was made
by 8 Frenchman, Chris Marker, who
shot 1t in Tokyo during the Olvimpics,
The mystery is simiply the mystery of
human individunlity, the ffue mys-
tery. Muarker's approach is personal,
Ivrical; hie loves his subiject, and o
do we, And the movie, by being so
. mvolved in one individunl, tells us
moreabout todayv thananyof the mov-

ies about the “problems”™ of youth.
Kis Tokyo has something of science

fiction, t~o: it looks os if 1t were bhuilt -
the day afte:r tomorrow. It seeins al-
most inconceivable that it was cver
intrnded to endure. And as Koumiko,
with her archaic Orniental beuuty,
walks through this transient, commer-
cia] World’s Fair kind of civilization,
and talks about what she likes and
what she doesn’t and how she {eels—
cceing herself as an outsider, as so
many young Americans do—~the movie
begins to express something new, a
new modern mood, perhaps, of ace
ceptance of estrangement. .
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