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MY DARLING CLEMENTINE

Loosely driven by an achingly poetic string of re-
venge Killings, My Darling Clementine is 2 Western
steeped in lonely teardrops and the kind of pure
quest for justice only found in flights of cinematic
fancy. This John Ford classic, released in 1946, rings
truer than many contemporary frontier stories — the
whoosh of swinging saloon doors and the barren
sweep of wind-weathered desert are at once stun-
ningly spare and rich with suggestion. The movie is
one of many screen versions of the Wyatt Earp leg-
end; here, no jess a giant than Henry Fonda plays
the iaconic marshal who steps into Tombstone, Ari-
zona. and a simmering heap of trouble. The writing
is laced with pulp — Wyatt to the local shopkeeper:
“Mac, have you ever been in love?” Mac: “No, I've
been a bartender ali my life” — while the action
weaves from vignette to vignette with the lazy grace
of a 19th-century novel. As usual, Doc Holliday (Vic-
tor Mature) muscies into the spotlight, coughing
phiegm and serving up equal parts nihilism and de-
votion, while the dames waft around the edges,
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on on these screenings.

obics a poor substitute for the glories of
s couplings is manna from heaven. 0Oy, at
m Corp. Beginning this weekend, and
s Monica 4-Plex is screening all 10 mov-
5 well as a couple of pictures in which

heads high, yearning for attention. Wyatt earns his badge by dispatching a
“drunken Indian” and gives it up only after a mournful, deliciously gquiet
shootout at the you-know-where. A law-and-order story as conservative as
they come, My Dariing Clementine is nonetheless gallant and wistful, the
kind of film that stirs compassion rather than its converse. My Darling Cle-
mentine, in 2 shimmering new 35mm print, opens Laemmile Theaters’ Second
Annual Classic Western Round-Up, a summeriong weekend extravaganza; the
movie aiso sets a near impossibly high standard on the eve of the release of
the much-hyped Wyatt Earp. (Monica 4-Piex; thru Thurs., June 23)
—Elizabeth Pincus
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