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DOCUMENT IRY FILM GROVYP

Produced by Mezhrabpcn-Russ, Fosccw. Reddased Oetober 11, 1926; 7 reels,
1,800 meters. Seenario by Nathan Zarkhi, based ¢n the ncvel by Maxim
Gerky. Directed by Vsevclod Pudovkin. issistant directicn by Mikhail
Dcller and V. I. Strauss. Phctographed by natoli Gelevnya., rt diree-
tion by Sergel Kozlcvsky,

Cast:

Pelageya Vliascva Vera Barancvskaya

Her husband kiikhail, loeksmith oe Pe Chistyakov

Her scn, Pavel Nikclail Batalov

Pavel's friend Ivan KovaleSarbcrski

. girl stucdent anne Zeritzova

- poliee cfficer | Vsoevclcd Pudovkin

Misha . N. Videncw

Strikebreakers Jlexander Savitzky
Viacheslav Novikov
Sovrochin |

Thcugh deriving its theme of a rother's revclutiocnary educaticn fron
Gerky's novel, a compariscn cof film with novel reveals en almcst total
transformation rather than an adaptation. Drawing as well on memcirs of
the revclutionary pericd cf 19056 (particularly in the city of Tver),
Zarkhi created a script that purificd and simplified Gorky's ncwvel tc an
almcst classic stmmcture. The character c¢f the father, fcr example, whe
illuminates the filr bcth dramatically and sceially (and figures irporte
antly in the first threce rcels), is nct in the ncvel. The dranetizaticn
cf the trial scene wzs mcdelled cn the trial in Tclstcy's Resurrceticn.

In Mcther, we disccrored the scientifie method of the deerrpcsiticn
~f a gcene into its ingredients, the chcice c¢f the roat powerful and
suggesative, and the rebuilding cof the scene by filriec representaticn cn
the sereen. In this respect I recall the soquonce c¢f suspense at the pate
cf the factory; the gradual assembly cf the wcrkers; the feeling of
uncertainty as tc what was to happen. This was the result cf extracrd-
inarily clever ccnstrueticn ¢f shcts 2nd c¢f e=mera pcsiticn in crder tc
ashieve cne highly emcticnel e¢ffect. It nay, perhaps, appear the sirplest
cf riethcds, the basis ¢f 211 filric representaticn, but it needs the
mental skill cf a2 Pudcvkin tc extract suoh dramatic force frem a scene.

I recall, =alsc, the scenc with the f2lling cf the clcck; the disccvery cf
the hidden fire=-arms under the floorbcaris; the trinl, with the judges
drawing hcrses cn their blctting pads; the eonming of spring; the cscope
frcm the priscon; and the fimal ercscendc ending ¢f the cavalry char:c.

It i1s impcssible tc describ. the emcticnal effect cf this film. Jithcut
hesitaticn, I place it amcngst the finest wcrkd in the history of the
cinensa. |

Ne Scviet film is advanced cr "artistic® or cvoendifficult tc under-
gtancd, It is, on the contrary, nade f:r the sirple peasant riind. But
the Hcllywced film man would cell Mcther on art filn, for the reascn th-t
it i1s a.ncre natural state ¢f cinemn than the scphisticated nicvie to which
he is accustcmede The primary weapcn in the building <f scenes is
Pudcvkin's use ¢f referonce by crcss—-cutting. 1In iiother, there w2s the
ecnstant inclusicn c¢f landscape, -f nature, ncticeable in every sequence.
It was nct symbclic, as with the percelain figures in The Living Ccrpse,
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BUt the ehecr use ¢of imagery to reinfsrce drama.
lzndscape in the cpening; the trees and the lake cut in with the bcy
in priscn; the brenking ice, rising by crces-cutting to a stupefying

It is this brendth of reforence
that builds up the Pudcvkin scene with such ferce. =

clinmax in rcference tc the c~valry charge.

Film notes by Stanley Soderstrom

GRCUP

The shcts ¢f vaeant

The Filn Career of Vsevclcd Ilaricncvich Pudovkin

In the Days cf Struggle
Harrmer and Sickle
Hungers...Hunger...Hungcer
Locksrmith and Ch-ncellcr

The Extracrdinnry "dventures cf lir. West
in the Land cof the Bclshovike

The Dez2th Ry

Mechanics ¢f the Brain
Chess Fever

Mcther

Stcern Over isia
The Living Ccrpse
A Sirple Crse

Deserter

- The End cf St, Petorsburg

(Life Is Very Gccd)

Vietcry (Mcther and Scn)
Minin ond Pozharsky
Twenty Yecrs of Cinore

Suvercv

- Feast at Zhirmnunka

In the Name cf the Fatherland
Ivan the Terrible
émiral Nakhircv

Zhukcvsky
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cter

-gter

Céewriter, cc-dierscter

Ccwwriter

Cc=writer, assistont
director, art direc-
tor, actcr

dritery actor, art
diredtoer

Director

Jriter, directcor

Directcr, acter

Directoer, nctcer

Directcr

etor

Directcr

Director, acter

Directcr

Cc=directcr

Ment~ge dirsotor

Cc=directcr

Director

Cc=directer

etor

Co=directcr, actcr

Directcr

E886x tc the Creative Werk of Vseveled I. Pudovkin

by Jay Leyd=a



