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Je vous salue Marie (Hail Mary), Godard, Jean Luc, 1985
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Bostonians
add their
voices to
film protest

Ly JONf IMpemoa

TH QUTCRY in Boston over the
film "Hail Marvy' is the [atest in 4
series of protests that have
dogged the French {ilm since it
tanded on American shores.

In New York tast month, thou-
sands of outraged Catholics pick-
eted the film’s premiere screen-
ing at the New York Film
Festival. And last January, Cath-
olics in France sued to bar the
film, but the Paris Supreme Court
threw out the case and rejected
any ban.

Here in Boston this week, A.
Alan Friedberg, president of Sack
Theaters, capitulated to the
mounting protests by canceling
the movie’'s scheduled run at his

theater chain.
But that sparked the manage-

moent of the Orson Welles Cinema
in Cambridge to make a bid for
"Hail Mary”™ - and they plan to
show the film "no matter what’
starting todav.

The Boston controversy coli-
maxed last weckend when Care
dmal Bernard F.oLaw condemned
the film because, "It does vialencee
. 4 cherishesd belicf”

Directed by Jean-Liuc
{“"Breathless,” “Weekend,” "First
Name: Carmen’) Godard, the
film has outraged Catholics be-
cause of its “worldly" depiction of
the Virgin Mary.

In the movie, Mary works in a
French petrol station, plays girl's

basketball and spends portions of
the movie writhing in spiritual
cestasy in the nude.

One of the Hub's most vocal
critics, William A. Rogers of Hyde
Park, has termed the film "humi-
tiating, degrading and sacrile-
gious,” but Rogers admits that he
- has not seen the film.

At the Archdiocese of Boston,
the Rev. Peter Conley, a spokes-
man for Cardinal Law, said his
office "has never received so
many calls” about a movie.

‘Even the Anti-Defamation
l.cague of the B'nai B'rith has
thrown its support behipd the
Catholic protesters.

But at the American Civil Lib-
crties Union in Boston, attorney
John Roberts said he was glad to

sc¢e that the film would be shown
i C;imhmdgc even though it was
"hanned in Boston,”™

in West Germany, the film
won an award from the Catholic
Bureau, which called it “the erea-
tive work of one of the woarld's
great filmmakers”
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