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Welcome, Mr. ‘Marshall

Sereen Art—Spanish with Engﬁui‘; subtitles (§

Not many Spanish pictures cross the At-
lantic to these shores unless it's for the
edification of Spanish-speaking people. An i

¢ exception is “Welcome, Mr. Marshall,” a
very pleasant comedy that is reminiscent of §&%
W many of the charming, off-beat British
‘%% films seen here. &
Although it tells of a group of people&:
! unfamiliar to us, a competent English nar-§
3, ration explains the situation satisfactorily §
: l enough for audiences to extract full enjoy-
- ment from it. The village people in Spain | ’
are simple, pleasant folks, far removed in &
R space, temperament and culture from the B
@ Andalusian Spanish. The latter represent the,
way of life most foreigners. picture Spain
colorful costumes, singing, dancing.
When one of these small villages learn
that a Marshall Plan commission will visit}
4 the town, the information turns the p‘.laﬂe -
2 upside down and literally, almost inside out, J y

For visiting the town at this time is a small
@ time entertainer and her equally small-timef§
M press agent who comes up with the sensa- 3
¥ tional idea of giving the place a completey
*¥ face-lifting and transposing it into an An-fg
| dalusian idyll. g
£ Getting all the necessary costumes and '@y
. equipment on credit, the town is changed 3%
§:| almost overnight. The day before the ex-
pected visit the townspeople each make one
special request which the civic leaders are
g §to tell the commission., The day of the visit
all hopes wvanish as the Americans whiz}y
dthrough the town obviously on their wayjQ
Mto another village. The day after the “visit"§
Wthe town returns to normal, each one pitch-§}
ing in to meet the expenses and to work fo
a good harvest. .
It's a simple story, told for the most partig
amusingly and winningly. While some of
the humor is at the expense of the Amer-
icans, most of it makes fun of the localj¥
people and their customs, One of the vil-Jk:
lagers pictures the Americans as members
S8 of the Ku Klux Klan, another as ferocious
i Indians, another as Santa Claus. Some un-
a8 necessarily lengthy dream sequences empha- W
9% size these points rather heavily but the film, '\
28 for the most part, is good fun. 2
s None of the cast is familiar but all are
&4 good performers. The picture was directed
A by Luis G. Berlanga who also wrote the
W screenplay with Juan A. Bardem. It is a
8 Uninci Production.
\ Seen at a screening room in New York.

B Reviewer's Rating: Good—J.R.

Release date, 'mot set. Running time, 87 minutes.
General audience classifieation.
Lolita Sevilla, Manolo Moran, Jose Isbert, Alberto
Humn.ﬂ Elvira Quintilla, Luis Perez De Leon, Felix
CErMAnQeE : .
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