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"Cruel Stories of Youth (Seishun Zankoku_ﬁonogatari)"

" This was thg first picture to make the name of ldagisa Cshima popular
among_JapaneSe fiim-~viewers.

Itﬂdeals with the misconducts of young people which imply their
insurrection against the morals of their parents' generation.  Of course,
Such a theme is nowadays quite.uSual in everf country throughout the world,
and:even in Japan during thle périod_frcm'1956 threugn '57 & young novelist
Shintaro Ishihara's rebellious novels were adapted one after another for
the screen and causad the social problem of the duy.

'Thase;films, however, described the students behaving themselves
freely like young delinquents as if they were the heroes of the new era.

In those ﬂays, one of the great issues ih the world of literature as
jwell 2«5 0f the cincema w s the quesfiion &s to how we should thiuk ébout the
rcbellious conauct of-thé yéungsiers 28 portrayed by Shintaro Ishihara,
'Some found there tle yﬁurning'fér adventur.s of the youngmen who were
tired of peacg,&fﬁared Lest there be a critical feeling of their expec-
Etation for f.scism. (thers resretted that progressive ideologies hud
already lost their altraction for younger generation.

sagisa Oshima's "Cruel Stories of Youth" was maue as o voice after such

films were 1in vogue, ’'wo young lovers, ignoring the mor:uls taught by adults,
insist that they are entirely frece. However, 1nsiae of the resl socicty

they cannot really be frec, and the froedom they insist upon hurts as well
as .ruins themselves.
Nagisa Ushima mukes the two the bi: sister of the girl who is one of <ée
LT

lovers anu her loving doctor around %0 years of ageo ‘act as spokesmen for

the fecling of their own generusticn. +hey thenmselves had bee:n rebellious
young men 1in their student days when they were tlhie same age as the hero and

heroine.  llowever, they huu becn making their political resistance in a
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stoic manner, and they were frustrated and now tiey huve turned out to

b?ﬁuite gloomy and exhausted in their living. They say, "llow thit our

political resisti.nce hus been frustrated, our following sisters are ex-
rressing in a more diffur.nt way the sume sort of indignation of their
own =S we have ounce oxperiencedc.’

Triis motif of compurison between the nmovemcat of political resistunce

: o 1 -. ‘ ' | ) ' a
and that of young delinqu:nis as well s criminals or draégts becomes

| - ._ broae A~ |
more anu aore signifcast 1n the Eubsequﬁntﬂgf [fa;;isia Ushima emworxs, and

finally turns out tc be intcrmingled with cach other.
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