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‘Godfather’ Plays
To Empty House

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (UPI)—
The premiere of “The Gm:lfa

ther” in Kansas City had all
the trimmings — women in
wening gowns, men in tux-

edos, a champagne party. But
10 one watched the movie.
It opened to an empty house.

To protest what they called
unfair stereotyping of Italian-
Americans in the movie,
memhbers of the Italian-
American Unification Council
bought all 1,806 seats, arrived
in formal attire, and
stayed in the lobby and held a
neeting during the film.

“We strongly oppose a kmdt

of prejudice the picture can|
cause — not by discouraging ,
he picture’s viewing, but by
appealing to viewers to plac:e
‘he picture in its proper per-
spective,” Thomas Gialde, vice
resident of the council, told
the lobby meeting.

Kansas City was the site ﬂf
the only such protest agamst
The Godfather,’’ which
opened nationally Wednesday.

Gialde sald that because of
novels, f{elevision series and
notion pictures similar

can culture had developed a
prejudicial outlook to TItalian-
Americans.
“The

Lo

MAR. 23 1977

‘'mage is repeatedly presented
to the public as crooked or
something less than desirable.|
Unfortunately, it comes as no!
surprise to the public to learn
of an Italian-American law-
areaker.

“It often surprises the public!

learn that its Italian-
American friend, associate or
neighbor can't furnish them
with a hot television set and|

then|abhout

fo|
“The Godfather,”” the Ameri-|

i

Italian-American’

1oesn’t know anything more!

something called the |
‘Mafia’ than they do,” Gialde
sald.

“We ask vou to think about
yvour Italian-American friends
when vou see ‘The Gndfatherl
and to realize that they do not|

'live in the manner p{}]‘tl‘a}rﬂdl

upon the screen, nor do thP‘v
ave friends who live ]IkE
that._

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



