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“Girass” Achleves Drama
- Wit ho ut Benefit of Pl

L X

HY 1s it that
drawn a new and Bnthusi&uﬂc
audience to the Crit&rloﬁ?

Ernest B, Schoedsack, who tag&that
with Merian C. Cooper and Marp-
guerite E. Harrison made the ﬂlm in

Parsia, says that it is because it i nat

& travel picture—but a drama.

**It iz hard for anyone who %.s
scen the picture, at least, to reﬂm
that grass, just common, ordinary.

grass, can be the reason for half &

million people and a million animals
having to make a terrific fight for ex- :
istence. But grass means lifa--w
explaing it. *

“*We went across six thousand mﬂm
of sea and desert and forest to live.
with one of these wildest of the Per-
slan tribes in order to make the s story
of “Grass.”” The Baktyari are the
peoble we lived with. L

“They number fifty thﬂumd The?
are feared all over Parsia as rohham
and raiding warriors. Come back
with me to a day just a year ago im
Persia and look at that group by the
tire with us—strong, straight-featured -
men in black tunics, wearing cartridzd

belts and with riftes by their sides—

Aryans, men of the same basi¢ bloced
as ourselves. Handsome, unvelled'
women with locks of their long black :
hair brought forward and tied umdeér
their chins and everywhere in the ¢ir=
cle of campfires are milling apama;ln.
-~ horses, sheep, goats.

““Now there is vne thi ng Mﬂt 1 e
half million or so tribesmen who live
i along the border of this mnum.n
%cﬂuntry, and of whom the &0,000

. Baktyari are a part, that we shov d
’greme:mbe:r They are alike in Just
' one thing. They all depend ﬁpnn one
i thing for life—pgrass. Why? _all

' this part of the great tribal

Wﬂ"- DRTA L v e g e e .

there is practically no good mﬁ“
It's all rough and bare

‘dural land.
: grazing land—just a land wh&m

- grow gome grass, that's all. Nw
- these tribes have countless flocks a.nd
herds and the tribes live on thes§
mnimals.,. They live principaily off
 sour milk and mutton. BEven their
. gheiters come from the animah—their
" . tents, made from goat halr.

‘“1f the grass should die the mmm
' will starve and die and {f the animals
: dis the people die. So the tribes must
ba where there's plenty of gress,

“And now what is happening over
: here on the western side of these
! great Persian mountains? There in
 noise and confusion in our camp to-
t might. And there’'s & reason. ‘The
i grass is slready ‘'withering.
t epring. All day for many days a hot
t sun has been blazing. Browner and
: browner grows the land about us.
: The tribes muust move and they must
i move soon. R
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{ go—says at this time all the trdbes
! must pack everything they own and
I fight their way through that un-
! mupped stretch of gilant mmnhim to
! reach EBrass.

- »Aand we can’t wait any longer.
. Scarcely any grass is left, The tents
| are down. There are only open
; campfires to-night. The people are .
sleeping to-night out under the stars.

They are going to leave their tents
" behind. They are going to t.“avel
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the pack Iﬂaﬁﬁ too heavy for scaling
. the mountains. | |
““Each family carries a rgw_ rugs,
~ pots and pans, a sack or two of grain
- and rice and a crude wooden crag
" and in every cradle, strapped in by
- broad horse bands, you will ses a
baby. Maybe you have a baby 11‘1
" your house. You know what care
- you take to protect it. Well, these
- babies are going in cradles on their
mothers’ backs, and over the cradles
are stretched only thin cotton clqths

to protect them against the sun and

wind and rain and bitter cold. -
““Would yvou carry your baby that

way? Well, you would if you lived

among the tribes—these tribes with

ﬁfw

*“Haidar, our Chief, says e must

without tents, for tents waug make

q.a:;"‘ﬁsﬂﬂ: .{i

f | o : . -a_‘-h,w .
mm"‘ lms ’m!hnm we are now gmnx m mmm,

11'. i8' g0 now or starve. For it’e s *
@and .the grasg is drylng up. b :
®Bpring and the camps are Alled with.
baby life—bables in° gm@lea, 'g &3
lambs, baby goats, calves, eo} T
all these real babies and mm
*mﬁst be carried on Into that- f*“f
erness. They must go. .
ithe thing to remember. Ther
Lo go. | =
“Well, we're off: wa of
tyari;-and at the same tlm
movn, although not exactly thl
day perhaps, all the at,_ax!
- ¥hountain tribes are moving.,
ot moving 50,000 peonle-—-"that !B,
000 of the Baktyari, not to speak @6f
the Kurds and the Lurs to 'the nort
and the tribes to the mouth, hund
of thousands of them, with all the
goods and milllons of an! mals—-
and across a roadless tam
:derness. s
“And during this ma.rch there. ik
no supplies to be obta.lned. T
~must live on what they _" Y
them. The animals must' ltm{m e
country through which they pass:

J"&;'

*“The Baktyari move l:w;er
mountains in five main g PO
our route, the hardest, go. I,M

pla. AS we press on, they fome ond
verging in from every. dimptimﬁ O
fm:mhera ETOW every da.y, "We il
hostile tribes. . Corne-—ti
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Q. g'mut ‘show, too.

*Do you ses them? Trm
that's what thelr chiefs ‘are caliglh
riding ahead mounted om m
‘Arabs. Then come the Nm 1 wivide
slso riding 'good horses. Now the:
‘blooded horses, and thers are plenfy

1 armed riders to pmm;
d' here come the mass . Hf DechiK.;
Thousands of cows loaded 'with

and here on one a little
1s fastened upright: and there' 'f "
other cow with a stolid litile girl #:
three atrapped astride with: hﬁr :
by little legs almost at- right ang
More cows, some with mipm :
thelr backs, some with lamhm " -
they cpme!
streams of donkeys. Tht Nm 2w -.i
ére driving them on; the No. 2
wives and also the women and danghis '
ters of the common people. We sile
‘that the women of the chisfs Nl
their babties balanced in fromt of thess -
on thelr saddles but thess wm
the common people carry’ Mr
In mthﬁr way. it -

cradlﬂa.. I never thought té m 5
as pack animals, but that's u h '
in comparison to thess mothers p :-'
ding on with their hmm am 3
on in heavy cradles, - '
“Bvery lley, “evergh :
where is movement. The Wth ooums -
try seems alive. Pack animals, |
ing horses, fiocks of sheep and gomtess
everything moving on toward the -
mountains. They must keep gﬂ_
They cannot stay behind. ' And ths
‘member, when we see thase Mﬁ# |
move that also a half million ot}
-people and millions of hmmisﬂ
moving.
#This is almost a na,tian an ma
march!?
““And it was a nation on tha mamh!
For forty days they went on Up  ove
fcy river torrents and mountaims ‘A
still higher mountains, and then
fought their way up a great’ BNOW
mountain range, men, women, and
children—barefoot in the snow!
““And when they reached the top of
the snow mountains and looked ‘down
they saw far below thenf a gmt m
plateau covered with luxuria nt Gias
“*A happy ending to a m:m
natural fight—the ftight at man fﬁz‘
life.
It was a drama—a natum! dmmm'
And that's why I think ‘Graass’ has
succeeded. No travel picture can, A
real drama always will. And ‘Grass,’
{ hope, 1s & "natural drama.’ "
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