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Synopsis

It 1s the Ming Dynasty, and all political power is in the hands of evil ministers
and palace guards who keep the emperor completely unaware of what is going on in the
country. Chiang Hou-en plays the son of a virtuous official; when this upstanding
statesman is killed by the ruling clique, his friend, another honest official, becomes
afraid for his own life, and in order to win the favor of the tyrants sends his daughter
(played by Peng Hsueh-fen) to the palace to work as a servant girl for the chief of the
palace guards. Peng, who had been engaged to Chiang, takes with her to the capital a
family heirloom, an ancient knife with extraordinary powers called the Knife of
Yuchang, with which she plans to rid the country of its evil dictator even at the cost of
her own life.

While Peng is on her way to the capital, the army general who is escorting her
(played by Shih Chun) demands that she turn the knife over to him, and then attempts
to rape her.

Leading a band of patriotic volunteers, Chiang attacks the general, but he is no
match for the skilled warrior and falls victim to his sword. Peng then slits her own throat
to keep her virtue intact, and the young lovers die without ever having been united.

As the next scene opens it is the beginning of the republican era in China. The
characters have been reincarnated: Shih Chun plays the manager of an itinerant Peking
opera troupe; Peng Hsueh-fen plays the troupe’s leading lady; and Chiang Hou-jen plays
the scion of a rich family. When members of the struggling troupe seek help from
Chiang, both Chiang and Peng feel as though they have met before, and they fall deeply
in love. Peng wishes to leave the troupe in order to be with Chiang, but Shih vigorously
opposes their romance, so Chiang presents him with a family heirloom, the legendary
Knife of Yuchang, in hopes of getting him to change his mind. Consumed with jealousy,
Shih uses the knife to kill Peng during their next performance.

At the next turn of the wheel it is modern times, and Peng is an acclaimed dancer
in a modern dance company. While performing in a small fishing village she meets
Chiang, now a fisherman and a performer in local religious rites, and they immediately
fall in love. Peng attempts to persuade Chiang to put his talent to use in the modern
dance field. '

Chiang’s older brother (Shih Chun) is opposed to their friendship. He is head of
the local temple: the two brothers have always been very close, and Shih wishes Chiang
to follow in his own footsteps. '

When Chiang fails to show up for one of the local religious ceremonies, Shih
attempts to take his place in a difficult ladder-climbing act. Lacking the strength of the
younger man, he falls and is impaled on the temple’s sacred knife—the Knife of Yuchang
— and dies instantly. Chiang, after seeing to his brother’s funeral, packs his bags and
travels to the city to be together with Peng.

Thus the lovers are united after three turns of the great wheel of life.

DIRECTED BY:

KING HU, LI HSING & PAI CHING-JUI

STARRING:

PENG HSUE FEN, CHIANG HOU-JEN & SHIH CHUN

CO-STARRING:

TSAO CHIEN HSUEH HAN LEE WEN-TAI CHU PEN-KOU

FUH PI-HUEI CHEN HUI-LOU CHIANG CHING-FENG WU YEN FU CHUAN

WANG WEI-CHIANG CHANG HSIAO-PING
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