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SYNOPSIS

“The Island” relates in simple and direct form
the story of a man, his wife and their two young
sons. They dwell on a rocky, mountainous island,
barely a half-mile from the Japanese mainland.
The parents toil daily to wrest a bare subsistence
from the always thirsty, unyielding soil; and the
symbol of this struggle lies in the daily, endless
acquisition of fresh water. They must row a primi-
tive boat to the mainland, fill their buckets from
a roadside ditch and return; and every drop of this
water becomes precious.

When the meager crop is harvested, it is bar-
tered in the city for the necessities of life, an
occasional luxury and an undershirt for one of the
boys. A lucky catch — a large fish — affords the
occasion for a family celebration in town —a
hilarious, joyous outing that is swiftly followed by
tragedy when the older child is suddenly stricken
and dies. The steady rhythm of their daily life
comes to a halt because the boy must be buried
In accordance with deep-rooted tradition. After a
heart-tugging burial, attended by the boy’s class-
mates from the mainland school, the family
continues Its unending struggle, for this is their
pattern of life, and life must go on.

Watching it unfold on the screen adds a new
emotional dimension to the experience of the
viewer. It I1s a primitive fragment of the never-
ending struggle of man against nature but it is a
struggle waged in a quiet, determined manner
underscored by a wordless ferocity.

The story inscribes itself deeply in the hearts
and minds of the viewers. It is written with unfal-
tering force, as strong and powerful as one’s own
emotional capacity. It can be interpreted in a
thousand different ways. It digs deeply inside one
to tap new and undiscovered feelings.

The quiet and tenacious battle for life by four
unworldly people becomes a monumental study
in the strength and dignity of the human being.
It is a day-to-day fight of man against the earth
and because the earth lacks the power of speech,
speech was eliminated.

The island, only 500 meters in length, is all of
life to its four inhabitants. It is a world surrounded
by water where water is its most precious com-
modity. To obtain it, means rowing a crude craft
to the mainland, scooping the water into buckets
and bringing it back to the island. It means
trudging carefully, laboriously, up the treacher-
ous, hilly paths without spilling a single drop.
Carefully, they must ration out the precious liquid
to the barren soil and hopefully coax their crops
to grow. Then, with hearts full of prayers, they
barter the crop for bare necessities.

“The Island” is a microcosm of life. It encom-
passes the universality of all hopes, dreams,
wishes and emotions. It depicts the enslavement
of man to his needs. There are, of course, inter-
mittent pleasures — brief and simple. There is
tragedy when a child suddenly struck by illness,
does not recover. But even tragedy has its allotted
time. The ways of life cannot stop. While one
lives, one must continue struggling.

Four people live and work together day in and
day out. Sadness is captured in a fleeting glance.
Fear is expressed by carefully picking one’s foot-
ing among the treacherous island paths. The
utter futility of escape from their existence is
stamped on the faces of the simple people who
never complain, never covet, never dare to hope.

“The Island” s a drama of fortitude and
courage.

Produced by Kaneto Shindo and Eisaku Matsura

CAST
Toyo (The Wife), Nobuko Otowa

Senta (The Husband), Taiji Tonoyama

Taro] g7 {Shinji Tanaka
Jiro (EheLhsaren) | Masanori Horimoto

CREDITS

Direction and Sereenplay, Kaneto Shindo
Cameraman, Kiyvoshi Kuroda
Musie, Hikaru Hayashi
Lighting, Shunichi Nagai
Sound Recording, Kunie Maruyama
Editing, Toshi Enoki
A Kindai Kiga Kyokar Production

RUNNING TIME: 96 MINUTES

THE ISLAND

IN CINEMASCOPE
Written and Directed by KANETO SHINDO A ZENITH INTERNATIONAL RELEASE
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