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oblessbes friens iaoJ and Bin Bi have los oftime on therhands. i to ander
around town on motorbikes; time to hang out at the smoky recreation center.

Xiao Ji has a crush on pretty Qao Qiao, a dancer-model who's anded a gi promating
Wongoln i Linuor.Thefact e s thg bt oestt et oter o . He
relates life to American crime dramas. He doesn't see the point of living past the age of 30.

Bin Bin's mother tinks joining the army is the answer to her son's future. His gifriend will
be going away to a Beijing university for a future inintenational trade. Bin Bin ikes holding
hands lisenin to kraoke favorites and watching Monkey King animaton. e docsi't

el the e exits.

Thir provinial ity of Daton s closer to Mongofiathan Befig. But new highways are

iortring the ditanc o the capital an elevsion ees thm up-A-t o e
nation's ever-changing role in world politics and economy. For a nonchalant generation
that sees the future dictated by financial gain, it’s sometimes too difficult to resist the

~ temptation of easy money..

001 and they're only 19.
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successfully entered into the World Trade 0rga

~collision of an American plane with a Chinese

~ all of them profoundly affected me. That year, r
~see at the movies. It even leaned toward surre
~ strange excitement gave me a worrisome feeling
~ to come out and show itself.

T

~ In1982, the moment when the young people in PLATFORM close their w NS at n
~ around to listen secretly to Western music, the young people of the “newne
 UNKNOWN PLEASURES have just been born. They are part of the birth control ges
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~ generation also finds itself confronted with an existent
~ know how to position itself in face of the individual exper
- the time to prepare ourselves to face this crisis. The syste
~ another game almost as cruel. The enormous boost to
~ disconcerting pressure on young people. Confronted with
~ powerless.

i 0 |

~ The English title of my film is the result of an observation | made about contemporary China.To |
avoid falling into hopelessness, people throw themselves into the frenzied search for pleasure. And '_.;f'_
luckily, they have time to waste their money! The Chinese title of my film, “Ren Xiaoyao” means “free =~
of all constraints.” This is taken from writings by Taoist philosopher Zhuangzi, in which he suggested |
enjoying life’s pleasures and searching for absolute freedom. In 2001, a song with the same titlewas @ |
- very successful among Chinese youth. It became one of the most requested karaoke hits. '
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' Nineteen-year-old Xiao Ji says living until 30 would be enougfi for him.4 don’t beli

 and settle down toward 30. At that point, days go bydind all seen e SameFespect to social order.
No more surprises or hopes. Xiao Ji understands that. He would like t eseape such a fate, but he
doesn’t know how to. That's why he says that living
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Bin want to make a break with a life which gives them no hope
theirs. They are looking to find their own value by committing

 acts. They want to leave their mark on a stagnating youth. Robbery allows them to bring

2 change o a frozen exstenc, Thats why | say

was shot in Datong, an industr
et Hamony” nd desindt®

!

ity's buildings and
nd strange surrealism. | inmediately thought
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shooting s gt
ming video gave me lots
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Yu Lik Wai has served as cinematographer on all three of Jia ZhangKe's features, UNKNOWN PLEASURES,
PLATFORM and XIAQO WU (PICKPOCKET). He was also cinematographer on Ann Hui’s QIAN YAN WAN YU
(ORDINARY HEROES). Yu Lik Wai is also an acclaimed director. His first feature, LOVE WILL TEAR US

APART, was presented in Official Competition at the 1999 Cannes Festival. He is currently in production
on his next feature, ALL TOMORROW'’S PARTIES.

ha Zhang Ke was bo m in 190|n F en ya ng, a sm aII town m the north ern p rovince of Sha xi. F en ya ng, . 1
" '-'?:.one hour dnve from China's famous Yeltow Rwer was the pnmary Iooahon of PLATF(JRM ha Zhang Ke also '

:;.;j;--;;;,;;_;;;Slngapo re oun g Cln ema hward) Buenos. o

 (Best Fim, Bst Dirctor
Alres (Best Fltm) Fnhourg (Don Qulxote Award FIPRESCI Prlze) . -

-"Berhn (Netpac 'Award) Bru ssels ( Prlx de I’Age d’0 r) Pu sau (New Current Pnze) Vanoon ver (Dragon & i
lger Prlze) Nantes (Best Fllm) San Franolsco (Shyy Pnze) lelm (Grand Pnze) .
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